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Senate Committe Considers Ending TAKS Test

Austin-The Senate Education
Committee looked at a bill Tues-
day that would replace the current
standardized testing system with
end-of-course exams.

The state’s Texas Assessment
of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)
test has been criticized for its limi-
tations, such as failing to prepare

students for college, and forcing
instructors to teach to the test
rather than focusing on content.
Senate Bill 1031 would phase out
the TAKS test, replacing it with
four end-of-course exams, begin-
ning in the 2009 school year.

Bill Sponsor and Committee
Chair Florence Shapiro says

these kinds of tests serve students
and teachers better than the cur-
rent system of standardized tests.
“End of course assessments, I
believe, will provide a better way
for students, for schools and for
the state to measure and test our
students,” she said.

The first class to take these

exams would be the 2009 incom-
ing freshmen class. These tests
would be offered for the four core
curriculum areas, Math, Science,
English and Social Studies, and
would make up 15 percent of a
students final grade.

In order to graduate from
high school, students would need
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The TAKS test has also been
criticized for an increase in “test-
ing irregularities” that may indi-
cate cheating.

SB 1031 includes provisions
for increased security surround-
ing these end-of-course exams,
directing the Education Agency
Commissioner to develop new se-
curity standards, and authorizing
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to ensure compliance. It would
also make leaking test informa-
tion a class-C misdemeanor.

The Senate passed a bill Tues-
day that seeks to increase. inter-
national pressure on the current
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regime in the Sudan to end the
genocide taking place in the Dar-
fur region of that country.
Senate Bill 247, by Houston
Senator Rodney Ellis and Plano
Senator Florence Shapiro, would
direct the Employee and Teacher
Retirement System of Texas to
divest holdings in certain compa-
nies that do business in Sudan.
Companies that substantially
aid the government of Sudan or
don’t significantly benefit the
people of Sudan are eligible for
divestment. This represents a
few companies, mostly oil and gas,
that would require divestment of
about $500 million in investments,
or less than one percent of the
total fund balance, said Ellis.
Ellis said that Texas role in
ending genocide in Sudan is more
than just placing economic pres-
sure, but also serving as a model
for other states to follow.
He said Tuesday’s measure,
along with a measure recently
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WHEN PEOPLE IN THE NORTHERN

HEMISPHERE CELEBRATE SPRING,
WHAT SEASON ARE PEOPLE IN THE
SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE HAVING?
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* 1852: THE BOOK
“UNCLE TOM'S
CABIN" WAS PUB-
LISHED.

¢ 1969: JOHN LENNON
MARRIED YOKO ONO
IN GIBRALTAR.

® 2005: A 6.6 MAG-
NITUDE EARTH-
QUAKE HIT
FUKUOKA, JAPAN,
THE COUNTRY'S
FIRST MAJOR

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

EARTHQUAKE IN
100 YEARS.

1. Blooms

4. Precipitation
5. Water bird
6. Has fun

1. Capable of reproducing
2. Strong breezes

3. Moderate season
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English: FLOWER
Spanish: FLOR

italian: FIORE

French: FLEUR

German: BLUME
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THE AVERAGE BUT-
TERFLY HAS A LIFE
SPAN OF TWO
PWEEKS OR LESS.
THERE ARE SOME
SPECIES THAT CAN
LIVE UP TO A YEAR, BUT NONE
LONGER THAN THAT.

the cells that
carry the male
DNA of a seed
plant
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